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44& Amazing Grace Fund-raising Concert
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Ebenezer Music Academy has been working to promote basic and professional music training,
create employment opportunities, and promote social inclusion. The Concert Series in May
and June 2024 showcased a variety of performances, including the "Amazing Grace
Ebenezer Fund-Raising Concert" co-presented by HKSKH St. Paul's Church and ESHVI, the
"Ebenezer Jockey Club Music Odyssey" featuring the "Crescendo of Light Concert," and the
"Ebenezer Conservation and Development Project for Nanyin" presenting the "Resonating
Legacy: A Celebration of Nanyin" Music Concert. With much support and encouragement, all
the concerts were successfully held, allowing the visually impaired and sighted participants
to all have a brand new musical experience.

BHENSA18HATT  TFRALE - AMERBOAF—EEHAIFLLREREN
F‘PII Reh (LAEEUEHEE) - BHEBRMHIABHOAEE——HERRGAERE - 1t

ROAZLEZLZ BAGHRBEGENGEHNEHBER  ARRERIELE
Tmé’],,\ﬂ::’ HEEHEREE  KEENBR-—RBE (FYER) - fAEGENE . B
BEEA - EHEMRBHETERRERZ —RERNELMEE - BEE—RMRNED
HIEE - U BERBRSRALNNE - HERISMERARAERGEHTE - @HENB%E
RRENALD °

The "Amazing Grace Ebenezer Fund-Raising Concert" was held on 18 May, featuring a rich program
of performances. This included the performance of the original song "Pinnacle of Success" by
the winner of the first Ebenezer Music Composition Competition. The finale of the concert
piece was curated by the Erhu musician Mr. Yang Enhua, with arrangements by Mr. Edward Lun
which included a medley of classic pop songs performed by the Ebenezer Music Ensemble.
Performers and the audience joined together to sing "Amazing Grace" at the end of the concert,
creating a united and harmonious atmosphere filled with sincere emotions. This fundraising con-
cert was not just a precious chance for our students to perform, but also a manifestation of care
and love, uniting people from all walks of life. The organizers hope that the beneficiary students
will, upon graduation, be able to give back to society and continue to touch people's hearts with
music.
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Winner ~ Jessica Tse
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[ am really grateful to Ebenezer for organizing this
composition competition that allowed me the opportunity
to write my own melody and make it into a song! In fact,
it was a headache to me when I realized that my song
had to bring positive energy because It’s a time when I
was under great pressure from work and didn’t know
how to face life. But in the process of song composing,
I thought of people who had helped me and friends
around who were in even more difficult situations, yet
they still worked hard to live a wonderful life. They

became the inspiration for my music and I also started
to regain energy and work hard for my life.
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The "Crescendo of Light Concert" held at the Hong Kong Arts Centre Shouson Theatre on May 31st concluded successfully, with the performance also receiving
positive reviews from various attendees. The event commenced with a welcoming speech delivered by CEO Dr. Yuk. Guests of Honor were Dr. Connie Lau, Deputy
Executive Manager, Charities of The Hong Kong Jockey Club and Mr. Chan Wai-wai, JP, Commissioner for Rehabilitation of the Labour and Welfare Bureau. Other
distinguished guests included music critic Ms. Tina Fu and guest performers Yang Enhua (Erhu) and Tu Hiu-ming (piano).

All performers presented a splendid array of performances on stage. The ‘Kung Fu in the Rain’ performance featured students from Ebenezer School’s Primary 1
to 4. Through a combination of lively Kung Fu movements, singing and playing the Orff instruments trained by music pedagogies tutors, they presented a story
about children practising martial arts in the rain. Ebenezer New Hope School’s jazz drum class students demonstrated their rhythmic playing skills, passionately
conveying their enthusiasm for music to audiences. The ukulele course students from Ebenezer School collaborated with the singing class participants from beneficiary
institutions, showcasing the fruitful results of cross-organizational collaboration for the audience. Ebenezer alumnus Mr. Yang’s speech and performance
encouraged our students to pursue their dream.
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Ebenezer provides students with diverse musical learning experiences. In addition to the two concerts
mentioned above, the 'Ebenezer Conservation and Development Project for Nanyin', which is funded by the
Intangible Cultural Heritage Funding Scheme, aims to conserve and promote Nanyin - a Hong Kong intangible
cultural heritage. The project also provides opportunities for visually impaired people to learn and participate
in the Nanyin musical tradition. On 27 June 2024, we held our first public concert, ‘Resonating Legacy:
A Celebration of Nanyin’. The concert featured a group of experienced Nanyin masters and instructors,
including Nanyin performers Mr. To Wing and Ms. Tong Siu Yin, leading students in a showcase of their
learning. It allows the general public to have the opportunity to experience the once popular traditional
folk art, and appeciate the beauty of Chinese music. Next academic year, we will continue to offer the
Basic Nanyin Narrative Singing Course, Yehu and Guzheng Instrumental Training Course to promote Nanyin.
Let’s continue our efforts to work together to conserve and pass on this precious gem of Nanyin!
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Mainland Study Interflow Tours
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Chengdu Study Interflow Tour (Ebenezer New Hope School)
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A delegation of teachers and students from Ebenezer New Hope School visited Chengdu during 8-11 April
for an exchange. We visited Chengdu Special Education School, Chengdu YMCA, and the Dialogue in the

Dark Experience Museum to understand the teaching, services, and employment situation for local individ-
uals with visual impairment. We exchanged ideas and discussed with the locals the similarities and differenc-
es between the two cities. We also visited the Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding, where we
had the opportunity to meet China's national treasure, pandas. Additionally, we had the honor of touring
Jinli Ancient Street with Mr. Jeff Sze, Under Secretary for Education. We were engaged in professional ex-
changes along the historic street. Our students enjoyed this journey a lot and are looking forward to more
future exchanges.
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Chengdu Study Interflow Tour (Ebenezer School)
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Ebenezer School organized the ‘Chengdu Special Education School Exchange Programme’ during
4-8 March, 2024. Twenty-four P.5 to S.5, Groups B and C students, along with seventeen staff
members visited the Chengdu Special Education School, the oldest and largest comprehensive special
education school in Sichuan Province. During our visit, the local teachers and students introduced
their campus and cultural facilities to us. We had the opportunity to experience classroom teaching
in Mainland China, interact with their students, and foster a bond among students from both
schools.
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Shenzhen Study Tour (Ebenezer School)
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The Citizenship and Social Development team organized a Shenzhen study tour in March. We first visited the
Nanshan Museum. One of the exhibition halls, ‘Nanshan Story’, shows the glorious history of the district.
Nantou Ancient City was the second place we visited, where we appreciated traditional residential houses and
temples. Finally, we visited Shenzhen’s OCT-LOFT Creative Culture Park, where students experienced the
unique cultural atmosphere of Shenzhen. e
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This is my first time participating in a sister school exchange program in Mainland China.
Through the interviews with their Vice Principal and students, I gained a better understanding
of their school. Their secondary school system follows a dual-track model, focusing on both
‘further education’” and ‘employment’, which is similar to our concept of career planning. I was
impressed by their strong emphasis placed on physical training. I hope that I can visit other
schools in Mainland China in the future.
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During my time at the Chengdu Special Education School, I learned that we have many
differences in various aspects. Their students mainly use Braille books, while our students
mostly use tablets and laptops. Their students love spicy food, but I could only take a
small bite each time! They are accustomed to using electronic payment, which I am not
quite familiar with. I wish we had more opportunities to explore the city with their
students!
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This study tour helped me learn a lot. I have learned about the history
and culture of our country and cultivated a sense of belonging to the
country and a sense of national identity. If there is an opportunity, I also

hope to start a business in Shenzhen’s OCT-LOFT Creative Culture Park
in the future.
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Through this Shenzhen study tour, I have an opportunity to

understand the history of Nanshan. We now have a better - ~
understanding of the development of China. %' e,
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The Resource Support Programme of Ebenezer School has collaborated with Project
WORKS to apply the college/graduate work internship model for the first time, arranging
summer work internships for S.6 students to promote students’ understanding of the
workplace and enhance their independent problem-solving, social interaction, computer
application abilities and other skills. The plan is to first understand students’ interests
and employment intentions at the beginning of the semester, and conduct preparatory
work training such as interviews. After the HKDSE, they will be arranged to conduct an
internship in a partner institution for one to two months. Those who meet the performance
standards will be awarded an internship sponsored by the Lo Kwee Seong Foundation
Grant. Project WORKS successfully paired four students for internships at the Department
of Electrical and Electronic Engineering Sport Artificial Intelligence Laboratory of the
University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Red Cross.

One of the participating students, Yoyo, was assigned to work in the Community Disaster
Preparedness Department of the Red Cross. Yoyo shared, ‘| am responsible for two
aspects of work, which are office work and field support. This internship has broadened
my horizons, allowing me to interact with people of different ages and needs, and has
provided me with a deeper understanding of the processes and operations behind organizing
an event. It has also given me insights into the workings of the workplace and fostered
good relationships among colleagues.” Undoubtedly, this experience is a valuable
opportunity for students, not only enabling them to apply what they have learned in a
real-world setting but also preparing them for future career development.
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This year’s “Walk with PRIDE” will be held on 7 December. Please reserve your time to join

this meaningful event to support Ebenezer and the visually impaired!
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Since the first “Walk with PRIDE", ESA Logistics (HK) has
pacticipated in the event. Kon of ESA shared: “E5A Logistics is
very happy to be a companion of Ebenezer and 1ts service users over
the years — witnessing Ebenezer’s dedicated work that has facilinted
visualdy or multiple disobled people to overcome obstackes and
many ife chollenges; helping the visuaddy tvpadted become hopeful
with warmth both phystcally ond mentoldy; as well os as passing
on Love and postive energy onto our society.”
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CIBC has been supportang this event, since 20 (8.

Sharon of CIBC shared, "Wonderful and huwbling are

wotds that £pring to my mind when T cecald My uisits

and walkathons since 20 (8. Am in awe by the coura—
9eous Lives and Joyous Livin

o 9, the mutuad gwang and
recetving .,

- and ndleed Ebeneser Lives up to 1ts com=

mitment o nurturing a better world.”
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Ebenezer School & Home for the Visually Impaired
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Please return to: EBENEZER SCHOOL & HOME FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED
at 131 Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong; fax to 2817-4355 or email to esgo@ebenezer.org.hk
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